
I never cease to be amazed by the range of wonderful opportunities and the brilliant
achievements of our children, young people and colleagues. Reading this edition of
‘Rising Stars’ reminds me of the richness of all that is available to our Bright Futures
children and young people. The autumn term always seems like a long time given
the ‘new year’ effort that characterises September and then the challenges of all the
busyness in the final few weeks before Christmas.

As I prepare to leave Bright Futures at the end of December, I reflect on all that we have
achieved together since I joined in 2017. From the outset I could see the amazing potential
of Bright Futures – talented and committed colleagues, curious and keen young learners
and communities that are generous with their support. It has been so gratifying over the
years to see so much of that potential realised in so many diverse and innovative ways.

I am incredibly grateful to everyone who has contributed to the positive achievements in the Trust over the
years, so well documented in editions of ‘Rising Stars’.

Thank you and all good wishes for a continuing bright future.

Winter 2025

Dr John Wm Stephens - Chief Executive Officer
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As we close an incredible year at Bright Futures, I want to take a moment to reflect on what we’ve achieved
together. From launching our new Trust strategy in January to embedding our refreshed values of Leadership,
Equality, and Resilience – alongside our existing values of Passion, Community and Integrity - we’ve seen our
vision, ‘the best for everyone, the best from everyone’, come to life across schools, central services, and our
Professional Development Institute.

These successes have been shaped by the dedication of our children and young people, colleagues, families,
and partners who have worked tirelessly to create environments where everyone feels valued and supported.
Belonging has been at the heart of this journey, and it will remain central as we move forward.

Before we look ahead, I want to express our deepest gratitude to John Stephens. His vision, leadership, and
unwavering commitment have been instrumental in shaping Bright Futures into the thriving Trust it is today.
Under his guidance, we’ve achieved milestones that will leave a lasting legacy for our pupils, colleagues, and
communities. On behalf of everyone at Bright Futures, thank you for your dedication and inspiration – you will
always be part of our story (see page 12).

Looking ahead to 2026, I’m proud to be stepping into the role of CEO (Interim) at Bright Futures and would like
to introduce our new Executive Team who will work across all areas of the Trust to provide stability, drive our
ambitious strategy forward and strengthen our culture of belonging.

Together, we will continue to build inclusive communities that celebrate diversity, collaboration, and care –
ensuring every child and colleague can thrive. And as we look to the future, we’re excited to celebrate Bright
Futures’ 15-year anniversary – a moment to honour our journey, the impact we’ve made and the shared
commitment that continues to drive us forward.

Thank you for your commitment and passion throughout this year. Here’s to an exciting chapter ahead for
Bright Futures! Have a wonderful Christmas break.

A Message from Our Deputy CEO: Lisa Fathers
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Sarah Schollar
Director of Education

(Interim)

Lisa Fathers OBE
Chief Executive Officer

(Interim)

Anna Sharpley
Chief Finance & Operations

Officer

Jayne Carmichael
Director of Professional

Development

On Friday 10 October, Lime Tree Primary Academy took part in World
Mental Health Day by joining the #HelloYellow campaign. It was
wonderful to see so many children and staff wearing bright shades
of yellow to show support for young people’s mental health. The
school was filled with positivity and smiles as pupils talked about
kindness, wellbeing, and the importance of looking after mental
health. A huge thank you to everyone who joined in and helped make
the day so uplifting! Together, the school showed that no one is ever
alone with their mental health.

#HelloYellow at Lime Tree



For the past four years, Manchester United Foundation has supported
pupils at The Orchards through inclusive sports, enrichment activities
and specialist mentoring. Manchester United SEND Foundation Officer,
Ian Maitland, works at the school leading PE in the park, rebound
therapy on trampolines, splash sessions in the hydrotherapy pool,
one-to-one support and more.

“He also mentors some of the students who require it. He’s amazing,”
says teacher, Emma Davies. “Having Ian and Manchester United in our
school makes a huge difference. It's not just the physical development - he’s really helping with wider
opportunities and social development too.”

“Without Manchester United, the children would still have some opportunities, but Ian increases that capacity by
bringing in his expertise,” Emma adds. “They would still have their PE lessons, but he brings so much in terms of
extra trips and inclusive sports events. There’s only so much we can do within school, and Manchester United
really helps.”

Earlier this year, a team from The Orchards proudly represented Manchester United at the Premier League
Disability Football Festival in Liverpool. Pupils wore the club’s first-team kit and enjoyed a memorable day of
competition, teamwork and celebration.

“It was such an amazing opportunity for our team to represent Manchester United and our school,” Emma says.
“Wearing the kit made them feel incredible. Seeing their excitement and sense of belonging made us incredibly
proud. It’s something they’ll remember forever.”

The partnership continues to give pupils inspiring opportunities to grow, connect and shine—on and off the pitch.

Acre Hall Primary School has proudly joined the Girls’ Football League, partnering with several local schools to
promote sport and teamwork. Organised by Principal Colin Catherall, Acre Hall has hosted league matches on its
impressive outdoor multi-sport pitch, giving other schools the
chance to enjoy its excellent facilities. The team played its first
matches in November against two local primary schools and
delivered outstanding performances.

Acre Hall is delighted to share that the girls have won all their
games so far - a fantastic achievement and an inspiring start to
their league journey. Congratulations to the whole team for their
hard work and success!

The Orchards pupils shine through inclusive
sports opportunities

Acre Hall girls impress in new football league
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AGGS Junior Choir, consisting of over 100 Year 7 & 8 students, raised the roof of
Manchester Cathedral on 4 December as they performed to a sell-out audience at the
Christmas concert for the Prevent Breast Cancer charity.
The organisers were blown away, and the feedback from the audience and other choirs
taking part was that they stole the show! A HUGE thank you to Mrs MacAulay for
organising this wonderful opportunity for the Junior Choir.

AGGS Junior Choir delights audience
at Christmas charity concert



Cedar Mount students attended the Improving PE for Muslim
Girls Manchester Conference this term, an inspiring event that
brought together young people, educators, and role models to
explore how physical education can be more inclusive and
empowering for Muslim girls.

Throughout the day, students engaged in interactive workshops
designed to spark meaningful conversation and practical action.
A standout moment was a Q&A session with Muslim women role
models, who shared their personal journeys in sport and
education. Their stories motivated the students to reflect on how
they, too, can break down barriers and lead the way for future
generations.

Cedar Mount students concluded the conference by pledging to
champion inclusivity, ensuring that PE remains a space where
every student can thrive.

More than just a conference, the event served as a call to action.
Armed with new ideas, enthusiasm and determination, Cedar
Mount students are ready to put their learning into practice,
reinforcing the school’s commitment to being ‘The Place To Be’.

Hosted by Blue Peter’s Abby Cook and
Newsround’s De-Graft Mensah, this
curriculum-linked lesson for 7 to 11-year-
olds, was inspired by the official theme of
Anti-Bullying Week - ‘Power for Good’ -
helping children learn how to be respectful
and supportive of others.

Pupils explored their own unique ‘powers’
– from courage and kindness to speaking
up and including others - and some of
them even went on camera to give their
message!

Watch the lesson and see Lime Tree pupils
(around 10 minutes in) explain what the
word ‘power’ can mean and how it can be
used for good:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-
lessons/articles/zkv6khv

Congratulations to all pupils who
represented Lime Tree so well, starring in
the video, and welcoming the producers
and cast to school.

Lime Tree joins
BBC anti-bullying
live lesson

Breaking barriers, building
belonging – Cedar Mount
girls lead the way!
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90 Year 12 and 13 students eagerly spent their morning attempting
some of the most challenging maths you can imagine.

Despite the brutal difficulty of the UKMT Senior Challenge, students
performed incredibly well and walked away with a hugely impressive
24 Bronze, 24 Silver, and 14 Gold awards. 14 students performed so
well they qualified for another, even harder, maths challenge. In
addition, Wendy Du in Year 12 will be sitting the marathon 3.5-hour
British Mathematical Olympiad!

AGGS success at UKMT Senior Challenge

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/articles/zkv6khv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/articles/zkv6khv


As part of Rushbrook Primary Academy’s ongoing
commitment to building strong community
connections, pupils spent a heart-warming
afternoon at The Dell Care Home. During the visit,
they shared some of their wonderful poetry with
the residents - many even bravely performed their
pieces for the whole room at the end! The children
had a fantastic time, and it was clear the residents
thoroughly enjoyed the creativity and company.
Everyone at the care home welcomed Rushbrook
so warmly and gave pupils the opportunity to share
their work. Moments like these are a reminder of
how important it is to care for and learn from our
community.

Rushbrook connects
with the community

This term, Elmridge Primary School’s fantastic PTA
organised an exciting Soccer Star Challenge to raise
additional funds for school.

Throughout the day, each class took part in the
challenge, aiming footballs at a giant inflatable dart
board to score as many points as possible. The
event was energetic, fun-filled, and enjoyed by
everyone involved!

The Challenge raised an incredible £929 and pupils
had a brilliant day. Elmridge is grateful to all families
for helping to make the event such a success.

Elmridge PTA Soccer
Star Challenge
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Stanley Grove leads parade to celebrate play in
Longsight

In the summer, Crowcroft Park in Levenshulme was transformed into a vibrant
celebration of play as local children hosted the first-ever PLAY FULL Parade, part
of the PLAY FULL project designed to spark positive change in communities.

Spearheaded by pupils from Stanley Grove Primary Academy, the event brought
families together to champion the importance of play in the community.

Pupils, known as ‘Creative Crews’, co-designed the project in partnership with
Save the Children, artist Emma Martin, and community arts organisation Get It
Done. Their efforts included building playful sculptures, gathering stories of play
across generations, and creating a ‘PLAY FULL City’ in the park - a space filled
with creativity and connection.

Principal, Amy Footman, said: “We are so grateful to be partnering with Save the Children to help make play more
accessible to our Longsight community. The fact the project has been co-designed by the children themselves
makes it even more powerful and we hope its impact will be felt by many families. Manchester has committed to
becoming a Unicef Child Friendly City and, as a Gold Rights Respecting School, Stanley Grove Primary Academy is
proud to be harnessing the voices of children through this unique project.”



Children got into the festive spirit with this year’s
Christmas Card Competition, showcasing their creativity.

Congratulations to Lacey from Barton Clough, chosen as
the overall winner, whose card featured Santa and a
snowman, and truly captured the magic of Christmas.
Judges were impressed by the attention to detail and
charm.

A special mention goes to runners-up – Paul from The
Orchards and Grace from Marton Primary Academy whose
cards both featured beautifully crafted Christmas trees
decorated with paint, glitter, and other materials. Their
creativity and seasonal flair made standout entries.

All three children were gifted with book tokens, and
Lacey’s design was used on the front of this year’s Bright
Futures Christmas card.

Well done to all students who entered - your artwork
brought joy to Bright Futures and reminded us all of the
magic of Christmas!

Bright Futures celebrates
Christmas creativity

In the Media
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Children from The Orchards were special guests at
an AO Arena show in July thanks to the
Manchester United Foundation.

Pupils and their families joined Ryder and the Pups
(from Paw Patrol) on a thrilling treasure hunt in an
action-packed, live stage show!

AGGS students again celebrated outstanding GCSE
and A level results, reflecting their dedication and
passion for their studies. These successes were
celebrated in the local press.



On a sunny cold day in November, Key Stage 3 and 4
students from Melland High School set off excitedly for an
unforgettable adventure at Chester Zoo - and what a
fantastic day it turned out to be!

From towering giraffes to playful monkeys, curious
meerkats, and majestic elephants, students were treated
to an incredible showcase of wildlife. There were plenty of
‘wow’ moments as pupils explored the zoo and learned
fascinating facts about the animals and their habitats.
They also got to enjoy several employer encounters and
find out what the zookeepers do.

The weather was on side too - staying dry with even a
burst of sunshine to brighten the day! Best of all, every
student showed excellent behaviour, making the trip
enjoyable and stress-free for everyone.

A huge thank you to all staff who worked hard behind the
scenes and accompanied the trip, making the experience
possible and truly memorable.

It was a day full of learning, laughter, and lasting
memories - one everyone will cherish!

Melland’s wildly wonderful
day at Chester Zoo

Year 5 pupils from Marton Primary Academy
Forest School rolled up their sleeves for a very
special outdoor learning experience. Working
alongside the Blackpool Tree Warden Network,
pupils helped plant a brand-new mini orchard
on the school grounds.

During the session, pupils learned about the
different stages of planting and how to care for
young trees, gaining hands-on knowledge
about sustainability and the environment.
Thanks to their hard work, the school now
boasts its very own apple and pear trees -
bringing nature even closer to the heart of the
community.

This exciting project not only enhances the
school grounds but also gives pupils a lasting
sense of pride and responsibility for the
environment. A huge thank you to the
Blackpool Tree Wardens for their support in
making this happen!

Marton pupils plant
mini orchard
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Stanley Grove receives letter from Sir David
Attenborough!
As current Year 3 pupils at Stanley Grove Primary Academy were finishing
Year 2, their English topic ‘The Last Wolf’ sparked an important conversation about
endangered animals and the threat of extinction. Deeply moved by what they learned,
the children decided to take action. They wrote heartfelt, persuasive letters to Sir David
Attenborough, sharing their concerns and ideas for saving trees and protecting wildlife.

Their passion and commitment perfectly reflected the school’s nurture principles, and
their efforts were rewarded in the most exciting way. At the start of November, the
children were absolutely thrilled to receive a personal letter back from Sir David
himself!



2025 brought a number of regional and national award successes for Bright Futures schools and colleagues. In
November, colleagues attended the Pearson National Teaching Awards in London - a wonderful celebration of
educators across the sector and a powerful reminder of the incredible impact those working in education have
every day.

The highlight for Bright Futures was celebrating Sam Collard, who earned a Silver Award in June for ‘Outstanding
New Teacher of the Year’. John Stephens and Lisa Fathers were thrilled to join Sam, alongside Cedar Mount
colleagues – Stephen Garvey and Sam’s Mum, the Phonics Lead at Cedar.

Sam’s success is a testament to his dedication and the values held dear at Bright Futures: Leadership, Integrity,
Community, Passion, Equality, and Resilience.

While the Gold Award went elsewhere, Sam’s Silver win remains a wonderful celebration of the amazing work
happening across Bright Futures schools every day.

Listed below are some of the other achievements from this year:

Roll of honour

Award celebrations in 2025
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Educate Awards
Finalists
Marton Primary Academy & Nursery
Outstanding SEND Provision in a Mainstream School
Rushbrook Primary Academy
Outstanding Commitment to Sport in a Primary School

Manchester Sports Awards
Finalist
Rushbrook Primary Academy - Sport School of the Year

MAT Association Awards
Finalists
Most Improved MAT of the Year
SEND Provision Trust of the Year

Montessori Global Awards
Winner
Rushbrook Primary Academy – Setting of the Year

Pearson National Teaching Awards
Silver
Cedar Mount Academy
Sam Collard: Outstanding New Teacher
Bronze
Barton Clough Primary School
Jackie Crouch: Unsung Hero
Rushbrook Primary Academy
Matt Carroll: Making a Difference
Commended
Barton Clough Primary School
Victoria Wright – Unsung Hero
Rushbrook Primary Academy
Making a Difference – Primary School of the Year

leagues. In

Rushbrook
Making a D



Eleven Lime Tree pupils have joined Greater Manchester Police’s
Mini Police programme, developing leadership, teamwork, and
responsibility in school and the community. A special
swearing-in ceremony took place at Salford Community
Stadium, with Superintendent Marcus Noden and the GMP
Trafford team welcoming pupils, families, and staff. Children
enjoyed a VIP stadium tour and met Sale Sharks athletes,
learning about teamwork, resilience, and taking pride in
responsibilities. It was a fantastic opportunity for pupils to gain
experiences beyond the classroom and grow their confidence
and skills.Everyone is looking forward to seeing the positive
impact the Mini Police Officers will have on Lime Tree and the wider community.

A huge congratulations to Rushbrook Primary Academy for winning the
Montessori Global Education Setting of the Year Award! This incredible
achievement reflects the dedication, creativity and passion of the entire ‘Team
Rushbrook’ – thank you for your outstanding efforts in making this possible.

The award recognises the school’s commitment to high-quality Montessori
education, innovative teaching practices, and fostering a nurturing, inclusive
environment where every child can thrive.

This achievement is a testament to the hard work of staff, pupils, and families
alike, who together embody the school’s values and make it such a special place
to learn and grow. We are incredibly proud to see Rushbrook’s efforts
recognised on a global stage, celebrating the impact of their dedication and
vision.

Well done to Team Rushbrook – your commitment, teamwork, and love for
learning continue to inspire.
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Rushbrook wins Montessori Global Education
Setting of the Year!

Cedar Mount’s Key Stage 3 students had a fantastic experience visiting the
Bradford Science and Media Museum. Fifty students took part in the trip,
exploring the museum’s captivating storytelling, film, and media exhibits.

The visit gave students a unique opportunity to see how language, narrative,
and creativity shape the world around us. Their enthusiasm, excellent
behaviour, and thoughtful engagement made the day a real success.

Cedar Mount is incredibly proud of how students represented the school
and hope the trip has inspired them to continue developing their voices as
readers, writers, and critical thinkers.

Cedar Mount students explore Bradford Science
and Media Museum

Lime Tree joins GMP Mini Police Programme



Barton Clough Primary School was filled with festive cheer as families, friends and staff came together for the
school’s Christmas Fair. From the moment visitors walked through the decorated doors into the hall, they were
greeted by stalls, games and Christmas music, creating a truly magical atmosphere.

The event was organised and run by the Friends of Barton Clough,
who put in an enormous amount of time and effort in the weeks
leading up to the fair. Their hard work meant there was something
for everyone to enjoy: from tombolas and sweet treats to crafts,
raffles and children’s games.

Feedback from parents and carers was overwhelmingly positive,
with many commenting on how welcoming, well organised and
fun the afternoon was.

A particular highlight for many pupils was a visit to Santa’s grotto.
Santa and his elf (better known to us as Paul and Farah) spent nearly
two hours meeting children, listening carefully to Christmas wishes
and posing for photos. Their energy and enthusiasm helped to make the experience extra special for families.

Thanks to the generosity of the school community, the fair raised over £700. These funds will be used to
support enrichment activities and additional resources for pupils across the school.

The school community is extremely grateful to the Friends of Barton Clough, to all staff and volunteers who
helped on the day, and to every family who attended and contributed. The Christmas Fair was a fantastic
celebration of the Barton Clough community and a wonderful way to begin the festive season.

Festive cheer at Barton Clough Christmas fair
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A busy and enriching term at Elmridge
It has been an exciting and enriching term at Elmridge Primary
Academy, filled with memorable trips and inspiring visitors.

Year 1 explored toys from the past at the museum, Year 3
discovered new artists at an art gallery, and Year 4 stepped into
the world of the Romans in Chester.

Pupils also strengthened community connections: Wellbeing
Ambassadors made Christmas cards for Halecroft Grange
residents, and Diversity Ambassadors visited the local church to
learn about festive traditions.

Visitors to school included a local PCSO, who spoke to pupils
about staying safe on the roads; a dentist, who gave tips on
maintaining good oral hygiene; and Father Matthew, who shared
a thoughtful message about kindness and the spirit of giving
during the festive season.

It has been a term full of learning, creativity and community spirit,
and Elmridge looks forward to even more exciting opportunities
ahead.



Starting Strong through a Day of Play Conferences

"Play is the highest expression of human development in childhood,
for it alone is the free expression of what is in a child’s soul."
Friedrich Froebel

Bright Futures Early Years Stronger Practice Hub recently hosted two days of conferences exploring starting
strong through play within the EYFS. The team had a great range of Early Years speakers including Dr Aaron
Bradbury (author and principle lecturer at Nottingham Trent University) and Dr Karen Boardman (Head of Early
Years at Edge Hill University) who explored key themes around playful interactions, early reading and creating
the right conditions for learning to help children to thrive. Both days were a joyful celebration of the positive
impact of playful early years practice on young children’s outcomes!

Over 150 schools, childminders and PVI practitioners attended and the feedback received was just phenomenal.

Thank you to the fantastic Early Years Stronger Practice Hub team, Acre Hall Primary School for lending some of
their resources and to all our practitioners across the North West for their continued support and engagement.
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Professional Development Institute

We hope you’ve had a successful Autumn
term, here at our PDI we definitely have!
As the end of term approaches it’s a great
opportunity to pause and celebrate the
wins no matter how big or small. We’ve had
a strong beginning to the year and we’re
excited about what lies ahead in the spring
and summer terms. Each of our teams
within PDI have achieved notable
successes so far, demonstrating
innovation, collaboration, and
commitment to excellence. Highlights
include:

These accomplishments reflect the hard
work and dedication of everyone involved.
As we move forward, we’ll continue
building on this momentum to deliver
even greater impact.



12

We wish all of our colleagues
and communities a restful

festive break!

Thank you John
By Lisa Fathers

In this edition of ‘Rising Stars’ we say farewell to John Stephens,
whose 40-year career in education and children’s services has left an
indelible mark on our Trust and the sector. From Headteacher to
Director of Children's Services to Senior Civil Servant at the DfE, John
has shaped education policy and practice at every level. Recognised
with a CBE in 2016 and admitted as an Officer in the Order of St John
in 2021, his contributions extend far beyond his day job - from
governance roles to chairing Greater Manchester Music Hub to
volunteering with St John Ambulance.

When John joined Bright Futures in 2017, we were facing significant
challenges. Under his leadership, we've been transformed—financially
stronger, culturally richer, and united by a clear purpose: making a
lasting difference for children and young people.

John rebuilt trust, expanded our reach, and created a culture where
integrity and collaboration thrive. His calm wisdom, humanity, and
unwavering child-centred focus have shaped not just our direction,
but our character. And anyone who knows him will tell you - his wicked sense of humour kept us laughing even in the
toughest times.

As John steps into retirement, he leaves behind a Trust that's flourishing and a legacy that will continue through the
people and principles he's inspired.

On behalf of everyone at Bright Futures - Thank you, John, for your leadership, your generosity, and your unwavering
commitment to children. You'll always be part of our story.

Integrity Passion Equality ResilienceLeadership Community




